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Call for Proposals

Bridging Well-being and (Teacher) Education:
A Globalized Perspective to Science Diplomacy

Hosts:
European University for Well-Being & Teachers College, Columbia University

Conference Dates:
February 23 — 27, 2026

Location:
UN-Headquarters and Teachers College at Columbia University, New York City, USA.

About the Conference:

At a moment when education systems worldwide are contending with challenges of
inequalities, climate crisis, and sociopolitical fragmentation, we invite you to join a bold new
platform as science diplomats that places well-being and teacher education at the forefront
of global academic inquiry and innovation, with the explicit aim to make a change. The
intention is for shifts in teacher practice and education systems to begin as an immediate
outcome of shared dialogue.

This inaugural conference — "Bridging Well-being and (Teacher) Education: A Globalized
Perspective to Science Diplomacy" — represents a trailblazing collaboration between the
European University for Well-being EUniWell and Teachers College, Columbia University. By
leveraging the unique strengths of both institutions, we aim to create a dynamic,
interdisciplinary, and collaborative space that advances well-being not only across teacher
education but in broader educational and societal systems.

Framed by the EUniWell Arenas of Well-Being, this conference invites research, policy, and
practice contributions. We look for research and praxis case studies that enable us to
understand the conditions and obstacles to well-being in education, and that highlight the
systemic changes required to embed well-being meaningfully in schools, universities, and
communities — across continents and contexts. The conference seeks to demonstrate how
academic institutions can lead with purpose in global conversations around science
diplomacy, co-created knowledge, and international co-operation. In times of ubiquitous
fragmentation, well-being and (teacher) education make for a strong connecting force.

This milestone, known as the Semiquincentennial, offers a meaningful opportunity to
recognize the importance of value-driven global cooperation and shared aspirations. We are
excited to contribute to this moment through our growing and innovative transatlantic
collaboration, highlighting the power of international dialogue and partnership.


https://www.euniwell.eu/what-we-do/fields-of-action
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Conference Themes:

This conference is not just an event — it is a call to collective action. Together, through
transatlantic collaboration and purpose-driven research, we can reimagine the role of
education in building a world where well-being is both a right and a reality — for all.

We welcome proposals that seek to address the central question:

How can we prepare and support educators as agents of system-wide well-
being?

Our conference is focused on bridging Teacher Education and Well-Being. Thus this
conference approaches teacher education not simply as preparation for classroom
instruction but as a continuous process of professional identity formation, adaptive
leadership development, and support for mental, emotional, and social well-being.

We also welcome proposals that are grounded in the other EUniWell priority areas, which
are...

e Social Equality and Well-Being
Justice, identity, and belonging in shaping educational outcomes; learning processes
and well-being: links between learning conditions, academic and educational success
and well-being in education etc.,

e Health and Well-Being
Embedding mental and physical health into learning ecosystems etc.,

e Environmental Change and Well-Being
Environmental determinants of educational well-being etc.,

e Culture, Multilingualism, and Well-Being
Linguistic and cultural inclusion as foundations for thriving communities etc.,

e Teacher Education and Well-Being
The complexity of teaching in our times and how it connects with system-wide well-
being; this also includes work environment and school contexts and research related
to the context and working conditions of teachers and students which are
determining conditions for the construction of well-being in education.

Proposals that bridge multiple areas or intersect with the Sustainable Development Goals
(specifically SDG 3: Good Health and Well-Being and SDG 4: Quality Education) are
especially encouraged.



Teachers College euNn| Evropean

‘ University for
COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY well Well-Being

Conference Objectives:

This conference aims to:

Foster enduring cross-institutional partnerships

Surface and amplify global and transatlantic research collaborations

Generate actionable models to integrate well-being into teacher education, policy,
and practice

Position educator well-being as a central pillar of educational transformation
Recognize the pressing needs of teachers and researchers regarding well-being in
education systems

Build collaborative ecosystems for well-being driven innovation through co -creation
between faculty, students, and communities.

Who Should Submit?

We invite proposals from a wide range of individuals and organizations including:

University faculty and researchers across disciplines

Teacher educators and education leaders

Graduate students and early-career scholars

School teachers (K12) and school leaders

Policy makers, UN agency representatives, NGO practitioners, program designers,
and foundation officers

Journalists and those involved in the wider media web, such as podcasters, radio DJs,
columnists etc.

Proposal Guidelines:

Submission Deadline: September 30, 2025; 11:59pm EST
Notification of Acceptance: October 31st, 2025

Submission Format: Abstract of up to 300 words
Submission Language: English

Submission Proposal Limit: 2 proposals per person

Session Formats May Include:

Research Paper Presentations (Empirical, Theoretical, Applied)

o Traditional academic presentations of original research. Individual
submissions will be grouped into thematic sessions by the organizers.
Proposals can come from various disciplines: educational sciences, sociology,
psychology, didactics, history, economics, anthropology, etc.

Interactive Panels or Roundtables

o These sessions should involve 3-5 speakers and a moderator engaging in a
structured discussion around a central topic. Proposal must include: names,
affiliations, and roles of all participants; a clear outline of the discussion
structure; and a plan for audience interaction.
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e Practice-Based Workshops or Case Studies
o Interactive, hands-on sessions that demonstrate tools, methods, or practices
with clear application to education and well-being. Proposal must
demonstrate capacity to organize and run the workshop independently.
Conference organizers will solely provide space and technology needs.
e Collaborative Dialogues / Working Groups
o Facilitated, solution-oriented spaces for collective brainstorming and
knowledge co-creation. Proposal must include: a clear facilitation plan,
defined objectives, names and roles of facilitators or conveners, and a
method for capturing and sharing outcomes.
e Multimedia Contributions
o Creative works—film, performance, digital media, installation, storytelling —
that critically engage with themes of well-being and education. Proposal must
include: a description of the work, format, thematic relevance, and
technical/display requirements.

Please include:

e Title of presentation or session

e Thematic alignment (select at least one area)
Description of content and relevance, including thought prompts for your audience
(max 300 words). For Research Paper Presentations: indication of the academic
discipline(s), the data on which the presentation is based, the methodology used.
Presenter(s) bio(s) (max 150 words each)
Preferred session format and any tech or space requirements
Intended outcome of your session, ideally aligned to the conference objectives

Submit proposals via: https://forms.gle/QjfMjSB1637gjTTJ9

If you are having any difficulties accessing the submission form, please do not hesitate to
contact Jazmin Guardado via email at jpg2192@tc.columbia.edu for assistance with
submitting your materials.

For updates, registration information, or questions, visit the conference website.

Join Us!


https://forms.gle/QjfMjSB1637gjTTJ9
mailto:jpg2192@tc.columbia.edu
https://www.euniwell.eu/news-events/events/detail/international-conference-on-bridging-well-being-and-teacher-education

