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Course/training name

BIP - Regional development, innovation and sustainability: Improving EU citizens
wellbeing

Host Institution(s)

Universidade de Santiago de Compostela

Co-organising Institution(s) (if

applicable)

Course level (if applicable)

Name and faculty of the

lecturer(s)/trainer(s)

Facultade de Ciencias Econdmicas e Empresariais / Faculty of Economics and

Business Administration. Santiago de Compostela

Mode of delivery

Blended (online + on campus)

Location (if applicable)

Facultade de Ciencias Econdmicas e Empresariais. Campus Norte, Av. do Burgo
das Nacions, s/n, 15782 Santiago de Compostela, A Corufia.
https://maps.app.goo.gl/YBwk6SZLFcnB1lcMd7

Dates of the online component

(if applicable)

From 25 May 2026

to 25 May 2026
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Dates of the on-site component
(if applicable)

From 1 June 2026

To 5 June 2026

Cost

This short-term mobility offers involves travel and subsistance costs. Make sure
to contact your local mobility officer and/or EUniWell team to get more
information on potential mobility grants.

Target audience(s)

Bachelor’s XI Master's XI PhD

[ Educators X Researchers [J Administrative staff

Prerequisites

English B2

Main Thematic Arena(s)

[J Arena 1 - Health and Well-Being

Arena 2 - Social Equality and Well-Being

Arena 3 - Environmental change and Well-Being
O Arena 4 — Culture, Multilingualism and Well-Being
[ Arena 5 - Teacher Education and Well-Being

[ Transversal

Field(s) of research / study

Regional Development; Innovation Studies; Sustainable Economics

Related Sustainable
Development Goals (SDG)

\17
“as”

1- No poverty 10 - Reduced inequalities

2 - Zero hunger 11 - Sustainable cities and communities
. 12 - Responsible consumption &
3 - Good health & well-being .

production
4 - Quality education 13 - Climate action
14 - Life below water

15 - Life on land

5 - Gender equality
6 - Clean water & sanitation

X|O|Ojo| O |Ojo

16 - Peace, justice & strong institutions

X

8 - Decent work & economic growth

17 - Partnerships for the goals

X

9 - Industry, innovation & infrastructure

Number of ECTS and/or

workload (in hours)

3 ECTS. 75 hours total student workload

Language(s) of instruction

English

Key words

Innovation Sustainability Regions Development Wellbeing
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Catch Phrase

Making EU regions more innovative and sustainable

Total number of places for
EUniWell participants

20

Application procedure

Application form on the EUniWell Courses and Training Catalogue

Specific process (if any):

Selection criteria

Selection is made according to the specified ranking, from highest priority (1)
to lowest priority (3), although all registered categories are welcome.

1. PhD candidates and Postgraduate students (Master’s level).

2. Junior researchers and practitioners interested in regional
development.

3. Final-year undergraduate students (across all disciplines, including BA,
BSc and LLB).

Abstract

This course offers an integrated introduction to how European regions foster
innovation, sustainability, and economic growth to enhance citizens’ wellbeing.
It explores regional innovation systems, Smart Specialisation strategies, and new
policy instruments. Through European case studies, participants gain practical
insights into how policy design, talent dynamics, creativity, and
circular-economy initiatives shape regional development. Designed for
Bachelor’s, Master’s, and PhD students, as well as researchers and practitioners
interested in regional innovation, the course is particularly valuable for those
seeking to understand how universities, firms, and public institutions interact
within R&D&I ecosystems. Held in early June in Santiago de Compostela—an
historic city with a strong academic tradition and vibrant university
atmosphere—the course combines seminars, visits, and applied activities to
equip participants with analytical skills and real-world knowledge to engage in

building more innovative, inclusive, and sustainable regions.

Programme / session(s)’

schedule

Day 1. Regional Innovation Systems and Policies

- Course Presentation

- Seminar. Regional development and regional innovation systems.

- Seminar. EU regional policies: the Smart Specialisation approach.

- Seminar. New instruments for innovation policies: Public Procurement
for Innovation.

Day 2. Regional Innovation Policies: Learning from Experiences
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- Seminar. Regional innovation policies: European case studies
- Seminar. The Galician experience of innovation policies.
Day 3. Creativity, Brain Drain and Regional Development

- Seminar. Creative workers and regional development.
- Seminar. Brain drain and regional development.
- Visits to the USC Research and Innovation Ecosystem

Day 4. Sustainability, Circular Economy and Regional Development

- Seminar. An introduction to sustainable regional development.
- Seminar. Key insights on the Circular Economy.
- Seminar. Firms and sustainability.

Day 5. Closing session and social activity

- Closing session
- Lunch and social activity

Developed skills and

competences

Knowledge Competences: Political Economy (K038); Inter-disciplinary
programmes and qualifications involving business, administration and law
(K0488);

Transversal Skills: Demonstrate intercultural competence (T4.3); Apply
knowledge of social sciences and humanities (T6.6)

Objectives and learning

outcomes

Objectives

This course explores how regions drive innovation and economic growth through
specialized policies and EU frameworks. It highlights real-world regional success
stories, the value of retaining local talent, and practical examples of
sustainability and circular-economy initiatives, with the overall goal of improving
the wellbeing of EU citizens.

Learning Outcomes

Students will gain the ability to identify the main tools used in regional
innovation, understand the social impact of "brain drain" and creativity, and
recognize how universities and firms collaborate within an R&D&i ecosystem to
drive sustainable development.

Assessment methods and

criteria (if applicable)

Type of certification issued upon

attendance or completion

Euniwell diploma

Contact

List of local EUniWell catalogue’s coordinators available here.

For questions related to the content of the course, please contact the offer’s
Institution’s local catalogue coordinator. For questions related to administration,
mobility or recognition the course in your curricula, please contact home



https://www.euniwell.eu/what-we-offer/courses-and-trainings/faq-euniwell-courses-training-catalogue
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Institution’s local coordinator.




