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INTRODUCTION

As anti-democratic and nationalist currents gain ground in several European societies (and
far beyond), they face the enormous challenge of protecting the already tentative gains
made in terms of equal opportunities, equality and participation. However, terms like
"people”, "nation" or "identity" are increasingly used in exclusionary ways. Movements like
the Identitarian Movement, which call for patriotism and refer to historically grown
differences between "Orient" and "Occident"”, are also gaining popularity among young
people. History is once again being politically instrumentalized across the generations, with

historiographical findings and standards being ignored.

The aim of the research project defined is to analyze nationalistic, delimiting and identity-
political argumentation and latent hostility towards science/academia in the long term. The
target group are pupils of different ages. Our basic understanding is that especially in
fragile times such as those we are currently witnessing, in which the fundamental
consensus of the peaceful and diverse coexistence of the various members of society is
being called into question, even with the help of historical arguments, promising research
in the humanities and social sciences must be strengthened. Here the project combines
research and teaching with social impact on a European level.

RESEARCH SUBJECT

Sources of analysis

The project would first examine narratives in educational media with regard to the
narratives they contain on European conflict and dialogue history in interdisciplinary
cooperation. It then would analyze to what extent these media contain national master
narratives. This includes school history textbooks of the different countries, but also
narratives in social media with which students are confronted, as well as curricula.

In a further step, the teaching reality in different countries could be examined. To this end,
an intervention study could be planned that focuses on the deconstruction of master
narratives and, in a control group design, investigates the question of the extent to which
such an approach enables students to plausibly comprehend historical diversity and to
make critical distinctions from simple interpretations.

Primer desembarco de Cristdbal Coldn en
Ameérica, Didscoro Teofilo Puebla (1862).
Image usually used in Spanish textbooks to
illustrate the arrival of the Europeans to
central America.

How historical events are portrayed, discussed

of the proposed analysis.

and contested in social media and to what extent
they represents the master narrative are the aims

RESULTS

The current state of the discourses in the participating subjects and countries will be
identified, existing empirical and theoretical work in the field will be reviewed and a basic
research programme will be developed. In addition, it will be considered which other
partners from the EUniWell group could enrich the research group. On the long-term level,
the research results should have an influence on the design of teacher education at
universities.

Shared needs, common perspectives

After the development of the Research Incubator
Workshop, some perspectives and needs were detected by
the participants that allowed to frame the Project
proposals that is being defined. Its main characterics are
outlined as follows:

Hoy, #120ctubre, es el dia de honrar a todos aquellos que cambiaron la
Historia como Cristébal Colén y que, ante el desafio, dijeron "MAS ALLA"
y fueron mas all4 que nadie antes habia ido %

iFeliz Dia de la Hispanidad! jFeliz Dia Nacional de Espafia!
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* Focus of the research: master narratives in public
space with a special focus on “othering” and
“ideologies”.

 Question to be framed: What are the master
narratives of "us" and "them" in Sweden, Spain, the
USA and Germany?

 Method: Discourse analysis

 Research  subject (sources of analysis):

Representations in textbooks, political speeches, To borrow a phrase from my friend
(social) media, commemorations, press, discourses epmeenkii e
in times of elections.
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Happy Columbus Day! Thank God for
the discovery of America - the
greatest country to ever exist!
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discourses on migration, racism, antisemitism,

climate change, borders and border crossings. Examples of how history is

used in social media and in
political speeches.

CONCLUSIONS

The urgency of critical judgement in the context of historical and political education has
long been theoretically elaborated and repeatedly reinforced. Likewise, it has been
recognized in many studies that well-being also takes place from the opportunities of
political and social participation, which stands in critical distance to dominant and
nationalistic interpretations offered by radical groups. Nevertheless, little is known about
how exactly such issues are negotiated in classrooms internationally. An empirical look at
the extent to which certain teaching approaches also promote critical historical-political
thinking is largely lacking. The workshop and subsequent project intended to enable an
initial piloting in this field. It is also intended to build up a research network in order to be
able to tackle larger research projects.
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